
The Arts Society Philosophy 

 
The following information is taken from The Arts Society’s Head 

Office website and gives an overall view of the aims of the 
network of Societies. 
 
The Arts Society is a leading arts education charity with a 
global network of over 380 local Societies, which bring people 

together through a shared curiosity for the arts. 

The belief that the arts have the potential to enrich peoples' 

lives is at the heart of everything we do. We want to be the 
most inclusive and influential arts society. 

The Arts Society would not be where it is today without the 
dedication and enthusiasm of our volunteers who work 
tirelessly to run Societies and support the arts and heritage 
sector. 

As a registered charity, we have a board of trustees who set 
the strategic direction and priorities for the organisation, while 
the executive team advise the board and undertake the day-to-
day operations. 

Inclusion and diversity are fundamental to our culture and core 
values. We believe that no one should be discriminated against 
because of their differences, such as age, ability, ethnicity, 
gender, gender identity and expression, religion or sexual 
orientation. Our rich diversity makes us stronger— more 

welcoming, more innovative, and more creative, which helps us 
better serve our communities.  
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PATRICIA FAY 

1965: The Chiltern Antiques Group is founded by Patricia Fay and a 
pioneering group of young women eager to be educated about the 
arts. 

1968: Eleven Societies come together to form the National 
Association of decorative & Fine Arts Societies 

1970s: NADFAS becomes a registered charity 

1979: Patricia Fay dies 

1980: The Patricia Fay Memorial Fund is established 

1984: Overseas Societies are formed. 

1994: Central London premises purchased which is still the 
headquarters today. 

2018: Major rebranding exercise, The Arts Society replaces 
NADFAS as the operating name. 

For the full story go to:- https://theartssociety.org/about-us 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Description of Arts Society, foundation etc. 
 
Newbury TAS details 
 
Invitation to sample lecture 
 
Application Form 
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